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The Facts About Security Lights 

By Bob Knowles 

At last, after almost four years in the planning, the final phase of the security 

lighting is being completed with the installation on the last two buildings. This has 

been a long, grueling process. It out lasted numerous board members, committee 

members, and contractors and an untold number of unit owners. So, to update 

those who have not been involved as to how we got to this point, I will try to explain 

what has transpired.  In 2014, there were three car thefts and 17 burglaries, nine 

which occurred while the owners were asleep in their beds. I cannot not even 

imagine how scared and uneasy the owners were during that time. In response to 

these serious security and safety concerns, the LCG Board took the following action:  

1) approved the formation of a Security Committee

2) contacted the Palm Beach County Sheriff Officers to attend Town Hall Meetings to address LCG

owners

3) requested additional police patrols of our community

4) requested a marked police vehicle to be parked at the LCG entrance as often as possible

5) approved the Sheriff’s and security committee recommendations to install new catwalk and

security lighting on all buildings

Shortly after the catwalk lighting was updated on all buildings, two security lights were 

installed on building 2 as a test. After numerous complaints, it was determined those lights were 

intrusive and were moved to buildings along the canal. If you have time one night, take a walk along 

the canal and I think you’ll agree with those owner’s complaints, they are easily recognizable. Even 

with numerous setbacks due to Board, Committee, and contractor changes, in 2017 the Security 

Committee had three lighting recommendations from reputable lighting contractors.  Then the process 

began to decide which light was the best solution for our community.  Over three different nights, 

each light was temporarily installed on a building with prior and current Committee Members, prior 

and current Board Members, and owners in attendance to view each of the proposed lighting solutions 

and discuss their opinions with Committee and Board Members. There were several conversations 

between Security Committee members and Board Members and it was decided to move forward the 

lighting solution that has been installed. Here are some of the reasons why that light was 

chosen.  

It was decided we needed lighting that would not be  intrusive. We were not looking to 

light the property up like a used car lot, but only to provide sufficient lighting to those once dark areas 

around all the buildings.  
(continued on page 2) 
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 Richard Doezema 

(12-208) was recognized by 

Quilts of Valor for his service 

to our country.  Before the 

last dinner/dance he was 

presented with this quilt as 

thanks for his service.  

Richard served proudly as a 

Marine from 1943 to 1967, 

achieving the rank of Lt. Col. 

He served in both World War II  and Korea.   

 I’ve known Richard for a few years, both 

as a friend and fellow Board member, but I had 

no idea of the extent of his military background. 

 I also learned that Richard is a published 

author.  His book is  called “Pa’s Story—A Marine 

Reflects on War and His Life”.   There is a copy 

available in the LCG Library.  

 (continued from page 1) 

 Flexibility, durability, installation cost, and operational cost were some of the many things 

that were considered. These lights allowed us a wide range of flexibility with regards to installation. Each 

of the lights could be configured with one, two, or three bullets (lamps), each with a beam angle of 15, 

30, or 55 degrees and a selection of four different color temperatures between 2700k and 5000k. Each of 

the bullets can be directed to point where the lighting is needed, such as behind trees and other 

vegetation, as well as away from owner’s porches and windows. Neither of the other lights allowed that 

flexibility.  

 These lights are a high quality solid brass light with transformers and cabling that is 

designed for direct burial or surface mounting, not an inexpensive cast aluminum that would 

typically be sold in a big box store for residential applications. Though we are not considered residential, 

in a residential install they have a lifetime warranty, which speaks to the quality of these lights.   

 Installation cost was also a big part of the discussions.  The other two options provided by 

the contractors were both 110-line voltage lighting. Those installations would have required electrical 

permits, licensed electricians, and additional materials such as conduit, boxes, etc. With those added 

costs it was concluded the cost of each of the three solutions were approximately the same. We also 

discovered that had we chosen either of the line voltage solutions, the cost would have doubled due to 

the dated electrical panels in each of the buildings. Because we had chosen the low voltage solution we 

did not require permits, we could self-install, and did not increase the load on those dated panels, but 

actually reduced the load. 

 There is also the bonus of cost of operation. These lights are much less costly to operate 

when compared to the 110-volt, 75-watt alternatives.  Each of the bullets use only 3 watts, or a 9-watt 

total for a three-bullet configuration. That is 88% less energy used when compared to the alternative 

lighting. That may not be a huge savings, but every penny helps.  

 Never in the committee meetings I attended did we discuss motion detection lighting.  Though 

some people have mentioned that is the only true security style lighting, I beg to differ. With the 

abundance of trees and vegetation around our buildings, each and every time the wind blows the lights 

would come on. They are designed to detect movement such as branches and leaves swaying in the 

wind. On windy days it would be like a blinking neon light outside everyone’s window. That would create 

a false positive, and after a while people would simply ignore when the lights came on.  

 Hopefully, between the onsite nightly security and the additional catwalk and building lighting we 

can enjoy the safe and secure community we all deserve. However, please continue to be vigilant 

regarding things you see around our community and if it appears out of place, report it or call the police.  

 On April 6, 2018, two 

members of LCG donated the 

fruit of their labor.  Bonnie 

Villiard (3-206)and Theresa 

Bida (25-111) made six lap 

quilts and five pillow cases 

and gave them to the Hibiscus 

Quilt Guild.  In turn, the latter 

distributes quilts and the like 

to veterans, homeless people, 

addicts in rehab, new 

mothers, etc.  

 These two women really have a sense of 

community and their art was so appreciated by 

the Guild. The Guild is located at the St. John's 

United Methodist Church at 165 Ohio St., Lake 

Worth. 

Submitted by Suzanne Roy 

Bonnie and Theresa 



Accounts Receivable as of March 31, 2018: 

 Total Receivables  $  77,159 

 Outstanding, Special Assessments $  31,595 

 Maintenance, & Other Receivables $  45,564 

 

Cash Position as of March 31, 2018:   

 Total Cash:  $1,232,689 
  Less: Restricted for: 
 Spec. assessment:               ($37,218) 
 Building & Common 
 Reserves  ($278,860) 
 Hurricane Contingency  ($200,601) 

 Cash    $716,010 
  Prepaid Maintenance  ($97,092) 
 

Month March, 2018  
 Monthly Maintenance Due  $236,081 

 Maintenance Not Paid (Less than 60 days)   ($14,735) 

 Maintenance Collected 
  in March  $221,345 

 

 

All unit Owners are invited to attend 

Building Rep.       May 3   10:30am  Card Room 

Agenda Meeting  May 3   11:30am  Card Room 

BOD Meeting       May 8     6:30pm  Auditorium 

Note:   

The Good and Welfare portion of the BOD meeting 

is limited to those who submit their questions or 

concerns in writing to the Board by  

Monday, April 9, 2018 at 12:00 NOON. 

Association Meetings 

Deadline for article submissions for the June 

Newsletter is May 20. 

Email: lcg.sauve@gmail.com 

or drop it off in the office. 

 The men have been working on the 

security light installation and water leaks.  They 

have cleaned the drain lines and gutter lines in 

the buildings.  They have been working on the 

sprinkler system throughout the property. This 

is a very old system. There are many challenges 

with the system and one day it will need to be 

replaced.   

 Many things here at LCG things are 

getting old and at the end of their useful life. 

We try to keep them going as long as possible. 

There does come a time when the parts for 

these things are no longer available.  So, don’t 

be surprised when things need to be replaced. 

The property was built between 1968 & 1972. 

So, the youngest buildings are 46 years old.  

 If you live in Bldg. 24 you should not be 

surprised when the board votes to Special 

Assess you for your roof next month. The 

painting and the seal coating are also being 

discussed. All this information is in the 

newsletter and has been discussed at many 

meetings.  I usually mention things that are up 

and coming in my report. Each month my report 

is again printed in the newsletter. I continually 

mention to read the newsletter, check the 

website, bulletin boards and channel 63 to stay 

informed. 

 The Budget meeting had to be 

rescheduled to April 18th at 10am in the 

Auditorium because the Reserve Study was not 

received as originally promised.   The April 18 

meeting was suspended and rescheduled for 

May 8 at 6:00pm to allow all buildings time to 

reach their quorum.   As of this writing, all 

buildings have met their reserve quorum.  

 Please be sure to let the office know that 

you are heading North.  Make sure we have a 

working set of keys and someone is watching 

your unit while you are away.  If you are leaving 

your car here, please leave your car keys are on 

your kitchen counter. Be sure to shut your 

water off and please test that your shut off 

works by turning on your faucet once the water 

is shut off.  There is a whole list of things to do 

before you leave. The list is available in the 

office. Please protect your investment by doing 

these few simple things before you leave. 



Paid advertisement  

Paid advertisement  
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The Facts About Painting 

  

 There is a lot of misinformation 

being circulated regarding the painting 

project.  It has been alleged that the 

Board of Directors and Property Manager 

intend to simply “slap on a coat of 

paint”.  There is much more 

involved.  The actual painting is the final 

step in the process.  This is an overview 

of the procedure. 

 The first step is the removal of any mold 

and/or mildew from the building.  Then the entire 

building will be pressure washed to remove any 

dirt, debris and deteriorating coating. 

 Next is the application of a masonry 

surface sealer.  Any loose or deteriorating 

perimeter sealant is removed and 

replaced.  Cracked and failing caulking around 

doors and windows is removed and new caulking 

will be applied.  Any raw wood or metal is 

primed.  Rust inhibiting primer will be applied to 

metal. 

 Any cracks or fractures in the stucco are 

repaired using the recommended 

sealant.   Repaired areas are then treated with a 

masonry conditioner.  

 Finally, after all cracks and patches have 

fully cured the finish coat is applied.   

 Remember, this is only a summary of the 

project.  The complete details are available in the 

office.  

 If you have the “clamshell” hurricane 

shutters, they will NOT be taken down, but will be 

painted at the owner’s expense.   

 There is also an option to have your porch/

balcony painted at an additional cost to be 

determined by the chosen contractor.   

 



 On March 18, 

one of our 

neighbors, 

Tommy Demes 

(23/309), was 

acknowledged at a 

Mass at St. Luke 

Church. 

 42 years ago, 

Tommy and his brother 

were in a terrible 

automobile accident.  

Tommy’s brother was 

paralyzed and Tommy 

sustained serious head 

injuries. 

 When you see 

Tommy out walking, take a 

minute to stop and say, 

“Hello”.  We are proud of 

Tommy and how well he is 

doing since his life-

changing accident.  LCG is 

lucky to have such a great 

neighbor. 

 As Paul Harvey used to say, “Now you 

know the rest of the story”.   

Submitted by CarolAnn Wagstaff 

Bernie Wagstaff (left)  
and Tommy 

Tommy in his 
walking clothes 

Spotlight on Our Neighbors I have been asked to rerun this article from May, 

2017 to help new owners understand the document 

that comes with your payment book.   

 

 During a recent meeting, it became clear 

that many people do not understand the Schedule 

of Reserves for Capital Expenditures and 

Deferred Maintenance that you receive with your 

yearly payment book. 

 Below is a sample of what that document 

looks like.  This is only a sample.  Your building’s 

information will be different. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The first column lists known expenses that 

will occur at some point.  This is not a complete 

list.  There can be emergencies, such as broken 

pipes, electrical issues, etc. 

 The second column is the estimated 

replacement cost.  The actual cost cannot be 

determined until bids are taken and accepted. 

 The third column shows the reserve money 

(if any) your building has elected to put aside for 

each maintenance item.   

 Column four lists the Estimated Useful Life, 

in years, of each entry.  For Example, this 

building’s elevator’s life expectancy is 25 years.  

That is only an estimate.  Realistically, it may be 

more or less. 

 The next column shows the Estimated 

Remaining Life.  In the sample, the elevator is 

expected to last two more years.  Again, it may be 

more or less than the years given. 

 Finally, the last column shows what your 

building would have to put in reserve each year to 

cover the cost of replacement with little or no 

Special Assessment to your building. Look at the 

elevator again.  The estimated replacement cost is 

$40,600.  In order to have the reserve to pay for 

that, this building would have to come up with 

$21,183 each year for the remaining two years in 

the life expectancy.   

 Hopefully, this will help you better 

understand the maintenance obligations for your 

building so you can be prepared for future financial 

obligations. 

  

   

ATTENTION LCG RESIDENTS 

Theresa Knowles & myself are putting together a 

"Communications Committee" and we are looking 

for volunteers to join us. 

Those of you that were at the last Board meeting 

heard Theresa talk about the need to reach 

everyone at LCG & how we can improve the 

"communications gap". 

For this reason we want to form a committee that 

will represent ALL the cultures that make LCG 

their home:  Canadians, Finnish, Hispanic, 

French, Hungarian, Italian , etc. 

We are so excited to bring ALL these rich cultures 

together so we can learn about each of them. 

BUT, WE NEED YOUR HELP. 

Won't you join us? 

Looking forward to hearing from you! 

Have a wonderful summer! 

   Theresa Knowles & Vilma Mally 



 

 

The asphalt will be sealed 

this fall.  Cars will need to 

be moved.  If you leave a 

vehicle at LCG over the 

summer, make sure you 

leave keys on your kitchen 

counter.  Also make sure the 

office has a working set of 

keys to your unit.  Vehicles 

left without keys will be 

towed at the owner’s 

expense. 

Paid advertisement  

We found Elvis! 

 No, not 

roaming the halls at 

Graceland, but right 

here at Lake Clarke 

Gardens! 

 The “season” 

was wrapped up on 

April 2nd with a 

pulled pork dinner 

and a performance by 

David Morin, aka. 

Elvis.  About 180 people were 

entertained by the music and antics of 

David, who made his second 

appearance at LCG. 

Speaking of BINGO, thanks to Shawn 

and Valerie McMahon and their crew 

for hosting those delicious Wednesday 

dinners before BINGO.  Shawn recently 

suffered health problems and is unable 

to continue for the near future. 

Thank you, Shawn. we wish you a 

speedy recovery.   

Callers needed.  No 

experience necessary.  

Training provided.  

Contact Sandy in the 

Activities Office. 

4-309 Marilu Hernandez & Maria Alvarez 

6-303 Jerald Richter & Dally Fontaine 

7-411 Tuula Helle Vellamo, Sauli Kaarle Johannes, & Elina Kaarina              

Hamalainen 

10-307 Cecilia Daniels 

17-202 Karen Wasserman 

23-203 Mark & Elizabeth Thiermann 



A group of 

budding 

artists 

gathered in 

the Card 

Room for an 

evening of 

wine and 

painting.  The chosen work was a 

sailboat in the sunset.  They were 

led by Melissa, who provided all the 

supplies and expert instruction.  

Good work, ladies! 

They're already planning for a 

return visit next year! 

Paid advertisement  

 

For security reasons, 

backing into parking 

places is prohibited. 

 

Please remind your 

guests that a cover up 

must be worn over 

bathing suits when 

going to and from the 

pool. 

LCG Craft Fair  

 The 

Annual LCG 

Craft Fair was 

held on March 

25.  Thanks to 

all the crafty 

talented people 

who made this 

event a success.   

 This year included a raffle for a 

beautiful quilt and pillow set donated by 

Theresa Bida and Bonnie Villiard.  Thank you, 

Theresa and Bonnie, 

for your generous 

donation. 

  The lucky 

winner was Dee Perry 

(21-101).  The raffle 

raised $420 to be 

used to help pay for 

improved lighting in the 

Card Room.   

Dee (left), Theresa and Bonnie 

2018 Crafters 

Paid advertisement  

MARK’S DRIVING SERVICE 

 

 Do you need a ride to: 

Work - School - Airport  - Grocery Store - Church 

Dr.’s Appt  - A Night Out on the Town 

 

Clean 2015 Honda Civic             No Job Too Small 

 

Better Than Uber—Cheaper Than A Taxi 

 

*No Meter Running     *Available by the hour 

Is the Next Picasso at LCG? 



 
in May 

MONDAY 

 8:30am   Fitness Walk      AUD 

 9:00am   Yoga       AUD 
 

TUESDAY 

 8:30am   Fitness Walk      AUD 
 

WEDNESDAY 

 8:30am    Fitness Walk     AUD 

 9:00am    Yoga       AUD 

 9:30am    Bus -Walmart & Publix  

10:00am   Shuffleboard 

 7:00pm    Bingo       AUD 
 

THURSDAY 

 8:30am    Fitness Walk     AUD 

 1:00pm    Canasta       CR 
 

FRIDAY 

 8:30am    Free Weights     AUD 

 9:00am    Finnish Zumba     AUD 

 9:30am    Bus -Walmart & Publix 

12:45pm   Bridge        CR 

 1:00pm    Mex. Train Dominoes CR 
 

SATURDAY 

 8:30am   Fitness Walk      AUD 

 

 

KEY 

AUD—Auditorium;        CR—Card Room; 

WP—West Pool 

For further information contact the  

Activities Office 

Mon., Wed., Fri.  9:30am—11:30am 

Also available:   

Putting Green, Shuffleboard, Sauna, 

Billiards Room, Woodworking Shop,  

Library and Computer Room,  

Weather permitting, bus trips to and from Lake Worth 

Beach will be available on Mondays.  Must sign up in 

advance in the Activities Office.  Minimum of 6 people 

required.  $5.00 Refundable deposit. 

All bus trips require advance registration and a $5.00 

Refundable deposit.  

FOR ACTIVITIES WITH REFUNDABLE DEPOSIT, 

NO REFUND GIVEN IF CANCELLED  

WITTHIN 24 HOURS OF TRIP. 

May 1 Gardens Mall 9:30 am 

   

May 7  Lake Worth Beach 9:30 am 

   

May 10 Peter Pipers Pizza   12 noon 

   

May 14 Lake Worth Beach 9:30 am 

   

May 15 Palm Beach Outlets 9:30 am 

   

May 21 Lake Worth Beach 9:30 am 

   

May 24 Seasons 52          12 noon 

   

May 28 Lake Worth Beach 9:30 am 

   

May 31 Benny’s on the Beach 9:30 am 

      DATE        ACTIVITY                  DEPARTURE 

 Casino Trip? 

Watch the bulletin boards and check 

with the Activities Office.  A Casino 

trip is being considered in early May 

if there is enough interest.  The 

actual date has not been set as of 

this writing. 


